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15, 1898, Eoosevelt went at once to the President, and, as
he wrote to Captain E. D. Evans of the navy on the follow-
ing day, told him that "we ought to treat the sailing of the
flotilla exactly as a European power would the mobilizing
of a hostile army on its frontier." He did not confine his
exhortations to the President, but, as appears from the sub-
joined extract from a letter to Brooks Adams, on March 21,
1898, extended them to the Cabinet as well:

"Personally, I feel that it is not too late to intervene in
Cuba. What the Administration will do I know not. In
some points it has followed too closely in Cleveland's foot-
steps to please me, excellently though it has done on the
whole. In the name of humanity and of national interest
alike, we should have interfered in Cuba two years ago, a
year and a half ago last April, and again last December. The
blood of the Cubans, the blood of women and children who
have perished by the hundred thousand in hideous misery,
lies at our door; and the blood of the murdered men of the
Maine calls not for indemnity but for the full measure of
atonement which can only come by driving the Spaniard
from the New World. I have said this to the President
before his Cabinet; I have said it to Judge Day, the real
head of the State Department; and to my own Chief. I
cannot say it publicly, for I am of course merely a minor
official in the Administration. At least, however, I have
borne testimony where I thought it would do good."

The response that he received was clearly not encourag-
ing, for on March 24 he wrote to Captain A. T. Mahan, who
was a cordial sympathizer in his efforts: "I think I told
you that I advised the President and the Secretary to treat
the sailing of the torpedo flotilla from the Canaries for
Porto Eico as an act of hostility. I have repeated the ad-
vicfe to-day. I do not think it will be regarded.77

His inability to stir the Administration to action was both
discouraging and depressing to him. On March 27, he re-
ceived a letter, written the day before, from William Tudor,